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to Constantinople and Venice, and finally appeared in the
pages of Boccaccio, Chaucer and La Fontaine.

It was not until Benfey wrote his famous introduction to
the Pafichatantra that we began to realise what a great debt
the Western tales owed to the East.

Although it is well known to students of folk-lore, I am
still hoping to see the great work of Benfey translated
into English and suitably annotated by such a body as the
Folk-Lore Society.

When Galland first introduced the Arabian Nights into
Europe at the beginning of the eighteenth century the chief
attraction was the originality of the Oriental settings and
the strange manners and customs, now for the first time
described. It was thought that he had made up the tales
himself. In time many of the originals were found and
people changed their opinions. Even in Burton's day there
still remained a number of Galland's tales of which no text
could be traced, although from the very first Burton main-
tained that such texts did exist. The original " Aladdin "
was discovered while Burton's edition was actually coming
out, and " Ali Baba " was found by Dr D. B. Macdonald as
recently as 1908. The influence of the Arabian Nights on
European contes populaires must not be overlooked, nor
must its unde derivator be forgotten. It is only in quite
recent times that the Indian origin of much of the Alf Layla
Wa Layla has been realised, and the sifting of the different
recensions been commenced.

The great advance made in the study of Sanskrit has
shown that incidents in stories well known to every European
child existed in India over two thousand years ago. This'
does not necessarily mean that the story, or incident in the
story, travelled, slowly but surely, from India to the English
nursery. The whole question is most fascinating, and I
shall have occasion to discuss the migration of some of the
tales as they appear; it is particularly interesting to note
that some of the early stories from the Egyptian papyri are
so similar to tales in the Ocean of Story that one is led at
once to suspect some connection.

Although I am leaving further discussion on the subject